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Legion unveils £1m development
by Lorna McCann
Published:  08 December, 2009

AMBITIOUS million pound plans to inject new life into a riverside club are being proposed by the city
branch of the Royal British Legion.

It follows a decline in the number of members using
the Huntly Street premises and the need to
down-size.

The Legion wants to demolish the rear section of the
building which stretches to King Street opposite Tesco
and re-develop the site to create shops with flats
above.

The project is likely to cost in the region of £1 million
with money from the scheme being re-invested into
refurbishing the remainder of the legion building,
which was last renovated in the late 1970s.

By creating a new modern facility, the legion hopes to
attract more members and in turn secure the
long-term future of the club.

For the last few months it has been working on the proposals with commercial property agents Grant
Stewart Chartered Surveyors, based in Ardross Place, and it now plans to advertise the part of the
building for let.

Grant Stewart, speaking about the plans, explained the catalyst for the whole scheme would be finding
a potential retailer for the proposed shop unit.

If this happens he said the whole development could be driven forward, subject to planning permission.
"With property in the right location retailers are very keen to get a foothold in the area and we would
hope this location is successful in generating interest," he said.

"It is a site with really good footfall because of Tesco and retailers will like that."

The King Street end of the property currently houses the club's function suite and a snooker room. It is
these areas which would be demolished and re-developed to form the shop and flats.

And, if all goes to plan, Mr Stewart hopes the development could be under way as early as 2011.

Cash from the project will then be used to help pay for a complete revamp of the club, which in itself
could cost in excess of £500,000.

It will include refurbishing the function room, lounge bar, toilets and main entrance.

The Legion had considered selling the property and
down-sizing to somewhere else in the city but in the
current market ruled this option out, explained Mr
Stewart.

"The legion is being very forward thinking. They are
not sitting around waiting for something to happen,
they are making things happen. They are being very
innovative.

"They want to create an impressive, modern facility
which will encourage new members." Brian Matheson,
chairman of the Inverness branch of the British
Legion, said it currently had between 2500 and 3000
members on its books but admitted only 400 regularly
used the club's facilities.

"The crux of the matter is the club is oversized and under-used," he said.

"We are just not getting enough members through the door." Earlier this year developper Ardmuir was
granted planning consent to create a 98-bedroom hotel on the site of the former bingo hall on Huntly
street.

Local ward councillor Bet McAllister yesterday welcomed the Legion's plans and additional retail space
near the river, saying it would work well alongside the proposed hotel.

She said there was plenty of parking along Huntly Street and at the Cathedral car park to
accommodate the proposed development.

"It would be quite good to have some more retail units on that side of the water. There are not many
shops there at present.

"The footfall is lively in that area and I think this is a good idea.

"I would hate for there not to be a British Legion club. It has been there for such a long time.
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"It is a place where people can go to meet their friends and I would be happy to support these new
plans."
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